














4.1 The Board of Governors will conduct meetings in compliance with WV State Code §18B-

2A-4. WV State Code §6-9A-1 and the WV Open Meetings Act. 

4.2 In an effort to facilitate consultation with its constituent groups, the Chair will place on a 

meeting agenda each year a presentation by a representative of the Faculty Council, 

Classified Staff Council and Student Government to address the board on matters of 

concern to the respective groups. 

RULES OF ORDER FOR BOARD MEETINGS 

Rule 1 

ROLE OF THE CHAIR 

Authority for conduct of the meeting is assigned to the Chair, who shall be responsible for timely, fair and 

reasonable conduct of the meeting's business. Decisions of the Chair are final on questions of procedure, 

except that any ruling can be appealed to a vote of the members present. If a ruling of the Chair is 

corrected by a 2/3 majority vote of the members present, the Chair shall amend its ruling to reflect the 

will of the meeting. 

Rule 2 

THE RULES AND GOVERNING LAW 

These rules are subordinate to prevailing West Virginia law. 

Rule 3 

THE AGENDA 

The Chair shall be shall be responsible for establishing the order of business, or agenda, in consultation 

with the President, and shall ensure that the agenda is published, noticed and/or circulated as required 

by West Virginia law. 

Rule4 

CONVENING THE MEETING 

The Chair shall be responsible for ascertaining and announcing the presence of a quorum and the 

convening of the meeting. 

Rule 5

GENERAL PRINCIPLES FOR DISCUSSION OR DEBATE 

Discussion of any issue is subject to regulation by the Chair to assure adequate consideration of relevant 

points of view in the best interests of the organization. The objectives of discussion are to: 



(a) Determine the will of the body and to articulate decisions for conduct of business;

(b) Assure sufficient discussion and consideration of issues so that all pertinent points of view are

considered;

(c) Maintain at all times the dignity and decorum of the meeting so that each recognized speaker's

views are made known to voting participants and to ensure that appropriate respect is accorded

all members; and

(d) Present the consideration of business in a manner understood by all participants.

Rule 6

MOTION PRACTICE 

The rules of motion practice shall be applied as a guide to the Chair in disposition of formal motions, which 

are resolved by a vote at the meeting. 

Rule 7

MOTION PRACTICE AND PRECEDENCE 

Under these Rules, motions should be limited to those set forth below. They are grouped into three 

categories and listed in order of precedence: 

(a) When any motion listed below is pending, any motion listed above it in the list is in order, but

those below it are out of order.

All essential motions can be grouped into three categories: 

(a) Meeting conduct motions that relate to how the meeting shall proceed;

a. Point of Privilege

b. Point of Procedure

c. Appeal a Ruling of the Chair

d. Recess the Meeting

(b) Disposition motions that are subordinate to but affect or dispose of main motions; and

a. To Withdraw a Motion

b. To Postpone Consideration

c. To Refer

d. To Amend

e. To Limit, Extend or Close Debate

f. To Count the Vote

(c) Main motions-A main motion states proposed policy or action on a substantive issue considered

by the body. As such, it can be an initial call to take particular action; to reconsider action taken;

to rescind a prior decision; or to elect persons to office. Although lowest in precedence among

all motions, main motions are clearly the most important; through their content, the business

decisions of the body are determined.



A main motion can be made only when a prior main motion has been disposed of. It cannot 

interrupt a speaker; a second is required: it is debatable and amendable; and a majority vote is 

required unless a great vote is prescribed by governing law. 

Meeting conduct motions carry a sense of urgency. Therefore, they are the most privileged and have the 

highest priority for action. Main motions are the fundamental issues facing the meeting for decision. In 

the usual circumstance, only one main motion should be considered at a time; each should be resolved 

before the meeting proceeds to the next issue. Because disposition motions affect main motions, they 

logically have precedence over main motions and, therefore, can be raised while main motions are 

pending. 

The rules set forth the general precedence of motions and act as a guide to the Chair. If circumstances 

call for a departure from state procedure however, it is within the general authority of the Chair to 

determine conduct of the meeting, subject to appeal. 

Rule 8 

ELECTIONS 

Elections are initiated by the process of nomination by a nominating committee appointed by the Chair 

or from the floor by a member of the Board. If more than one candidate is nominated to any office, 

reasonable discussion should be allowed as to the fitness of candidates to serve. A majority vote is 

required. 

If there is only one candidate for each position, then a motion to elect the candidate (or slate of 

candidates) unanimously, or by acclamation, is in order. 

Where an election is to fill a particular office, the choice shall be by majority vote. If there are more than 

two candidates and no candidate receives a majority on the first vote, then a second vote should be taken 

among those candidates who received the highest number of votes. 

Unless otherwise provided: 

• Ballots can be used but are not necessary;

• Members do not have a right to a secret ballot;

• On a vote taken by voice or a raising of hands, the ruling of the chair is binding unless there is

an appropriate motion to count the vote.

Rule 9

Adjournment 

Upon completion of the meeting's agenda, if no further business is indicated, the Chair shall adjourn 

the meeting. Adjournment may be accomplished by motion or announcement of the Chair. A 

motion to adjourn prior to completion of the agenda is out of order. 

RULE 10

MINUTES 

Minutes of the meeting shall be recorded and submitted for approval at a subsequent meeting. 




















































